The preface to this text is apologetic. It should not be-it achieves its aim. Recognising that monitoring is only a section of neurophysiology, it sets out to undertake a comprehensive review of the topic, suitable for the diverse specialties that have an interest in the multiple forms of electrical neurophysiologic monitoring and monitors from electroencephalography through evoked potentials to electromyography.
While recognising that the topic is rapidly changing and perhaps better served by web publication, the editors have achieved a comprehensive text with recent references-though the inclusion of cyclopropane and ether as explosive risks reflects unfamiliarity with current practice.
The information provided includes basic science, practical aspects and a review of the applications of the different modalities monitored and their indications. The only real detraction was an occasional statement reminiscent of the TOE debates. The editors in their preface recognised that monitoring differs from diagnosis, yet the text repeatedly promotes the necessity for that rare inclusion in theatre staffing, the neurophysiologist.
Being able to contrast this book with the recent excellent presentation by Tim McCulloch of Sydney's Royal Prince Alfred Hosptial at the Canberra meeting (Art of Anaesthesia) highlights the difficulties encountered when a book of communication between specialties tries to reach a diverse audience.
As an anaesthetist the layout frustrated me, with the section on depth of anaesthesia monitors being separated by a chapter from that on the effect of anaesthetic agents. In this section the authors have chosen to present a discussion of the requirements of an ideal monitor between the sections which describe the monitors and the comparison between them. These are minor deficiencies that perhaps reflect the absence of an anaesthetist from the editorial panel and list of contributors.
Coming from a U.K. panel of experts, the 375 page text is easy to read, the diagrams are clear and comprehensive and there are numerous up-to-date references. The lists of technique applications and indications would be as useful to the examination candidate, as to the buyer with limited funds trying to justify a new purchase. EEG monitoring in ICU and cardiac theatre as well as the neurosurgical theatre are thoroughly discussed.
It should be available as a reference in the departments of teaching hospitals and those hospitals undertaking neuroanaesthesia. I commend its purchase to practising neuroanaesthetists.
R This volume belongs to a set of year books which have great appeal. It is edited by the most cited critical care author on Medline and has a carefully selected panel of prominent contributors. The sections contain chapters that generally address controversies, e.g. "Weaning from mechanical ventilation" contains liberation from mechanical ventilation in acutely brain injured patients and non-invasive ventilation for respiratory failure after extubation. Furthermore, each chapter opens with a reminder of the basics before a well-referenced, in-depth treatment of the main theme, making it friendly for the intensive care trainee and the established specialist catching up on the latest developments. There is a good balance of clinical and laboratory science relevant to intensive care, broadening its appeal to the aspiring researcher. Though most sections contain three to five chapters, some have been emphasised ("Cellular responses in sepsis", "Haemodynamic monitoring", "Coagulopathies and Contemporary issues") and contain up to seven chapters.
Potential purchasers should be aware that the contents have not been subject to peer review and may reflect the biases of the authors. At just over $200 per copy, it is expensive unless you acquire it free as a registrant at the Brussels meeting. The binding needs to be better at this price. In the era of online publishing, it is a pity that this resource is not Book Reviews Anaesth Intensive Care 2007; 35: [149] [150] [151] [152] [153] Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 35, No. 1, February 2007 
